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| 4 | 1 2 T H E | S 8. III. 11. 
Br NoT WEARY IN WELL DOING. 


HE honour of being thus called to plead 
the cauſe of a SocreTy, whoſe reputation 
muſt run coeval with that of religion and 


virtue, is ſomewhat qualified by the conſideration, _ 


4 
2 
3 


that the ſubject has been already treated by ſo ma © 
perſons of ſuperior eminence and ability, The = 
motives that have place in compoſitions of other 
kinds, can have none here; ſince in vain would it | 
be for the preacher to hope, that he ſhall be able 
either to invent new matter, or poliſh the old into 
new beauty and luſtre. = . 
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Diſcouraging, however, as this reflection may ae | | I 
firſt ſight appear, it affords no ſolid reaſon why 
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. SERMON Paracurd 
ſuch anniverſaries ſhould be diſcontinued or light- 


ed. Succeſſive generations of men require ſucceſ- 


A 


five information; and the ſame men, though they 
may want to be informed but once, may want often 
to be reminded. Good impreſſions, we know, are 


impaired in much leſs time than that of a year, by 
the cares and pleaſures of life, and need therefore 
to be frequently retouched. Many hear with more 
effect than they read: many alſo may hear, who 
do not read at all: and of thoſe who do read, num 
bers may read a new ſermon, who never read the f 
old (though © the old be better ;”) and by coming 


into new hands, it may procure us new friends and 
allies. Freſh-hints, and thoſe of conſequence, may 


be afforded by the eccurrences- and publications of 
the times. Freſh. accounts are communicated of 
the progreſs made, to encourage the deſponding 3 3 
or of the farther ſupplies requiſite, to give the 
5 Om and 1 an 8 of furnie 


It is matter of general complaint, that the fer- 
vor oa: * Wien, at the commencement of a 
f ; cha- 


charitable unn diffuſed DX and. * 
dor on all around, are but too apt, by degrees, 


to languiſh and die away, unleſs ſome expedient 


be employed periodically to revive and cheriſh 
the holy flame. Let me 


x adapted to anſver the i purpoſe in view. 


. reſpecting that part at the. enter tainment 
is be provided by the preacher, it is but doing juſ- 
tice to the ſubject to ſay, that though in itſelf old, 
and © what we have heard from the beginning,” 5 
No man 


to the well- diſpoſed mind it is ever new. 
is the leſs pleaſed to receive a viſit from a much- 
loved friend, on the account of his having received 
many before. No man nauſeates the meal of to- 


day, becauſe one compoſed of the like ſalutary vi- 


ands was ſerved up to him à year age. Should 
he do ſo, we well know where the fault muſt lie; 


me congratulate the Society 
on the additional circumſtances of ſolemnity, de- 
viſed, with equal benevolence and taſte, to grace 
their anniverſary, in the place where we are now. 
aſſembled; The eyes and ears of all preſent will 
atteſt the propriety with which they have en 


not 
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not in the quality of the 4 meat, "but i in | the ”_U 
; of the eater, 


3 . | 15 0 prevent any e's of the kind from taking 
3 . place, let us ſtrengthen and encourage one another 
ws by applying, as we may with great propriety do, 

| the exhortation of the Apoſtle to thoſe who are 

engaged in forwarding the deſigns of the Society. 

| Leet us endeavour to ſhew, that all ſuch are engaged 

OT n well-doing, and therefore, that they ought 1 not 
5 to de e . % 


Man ifold, in the preſent ſtate of the world, are 
| the wants of mankind ; and the virtues of one 
part of the ſpecies confiſt much in relieving the ne- 
| ceflities of the other. It is the leading feature in 
F YT 5855 character, on whom angelic as well as human 
1 5 fpirits are directed to fix their attention, that He 
BF = about, doing good ; ” in other words, as 
F E the explanation immediately follows, © healing all 
2 Wi Ad-. 38. “ that were oppreſſed of the devil *, and afflicted 
1 with the maladies and ealamities introdded; into the 
world by fin, of which that evil ſpirit was the author. 
An idea of a ſimilar nature is always ſuppoſed to be 


e ee $f N * 1 Ts * 


at ST: Pavi's CATHEDRAL,” London. 5 - 
 Conveyed,., when we ſay of , any. perſon departed, 
that © he did much good in his life-time.” Nay, 
to the great Governor of the Univerſe, we have no 
other way of giving the glory due, than by pro- 
claiming, as we are enjoined to do, that Jehovah 
& ig good, and that his tender mercies are over 
10 all his works *,” Godlike are the labours of pt ede. . 
Charity; and ens who are employed in them, 
are, without al , e in n 5 
: The eee aketce © our da, | 
as it ſtrikes directly upon our ſenſes, is apt to be 
firſt and principally noticed. The caſe of a bro- 
ther or a ſiſter, deſtitute of food and raiment, of 
i habitation, health, and comfort, calls upon us, for 
commiſeration and aſſiſtance, in a voice ſcarcely 
to be reſiſted by the man, much leſs by the Chriſ- 
tian. And to the praiſe of our. age and nation 
| be it ſpoken, no pains are bd to en all ſuch 
5 e of e diſtreſs. 
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But the "_ of the ocker) n 1 ah 
penetrates deeper into the conſtitution of human 
nature. It enters the cottage of clay, and reaches 
"2 the 
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the inhabitant contained within, the immortal gueſt 
doomed for a while to ſcjourn here below; fac- 
couring the infirmities and neceſſities, to which, 


during ſuch its temporary abode upon earth, the 
ſoul of man is become ſubject. For there is an 


inward and ſpiritual, as well as an outwrard and 
viſible poverty; and that we may conceive proper 


ideas of the former, the ſacred writers have de- | 


ſcribed it under figures and images borrowed: from 
the latter. There is a ſpecies of food neceſſary for 
the ſupport of the mind, after which it is faid to 
< hunger and thirſt.” There are garments, with 


which the ſpirits of juſt men appear cloathed : and 


there'is a ſtate of the ſoul, which, throu gh all its 
powers and faculties, is a ſtate of health and ſal 
vation. Nothing of a corporeal kind was certainly 


intended 1 in that reproof given by the Spirit to the : 


church of Laodicea Thou ſayeſt I am rich, 
and increaſed in Stock and have need of no- 


« thing; and knoweſt not that thou art wreteh- 
<« ed, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 


Rer. ui, 17. 20 naked *” An attention to this intellectual diſ- 


treſs and miſery, and the proper methods of re- 
lieving them, is excellent in proportion to the value 


4 of 


at Sr. Pauls CamntorAt; Bondon . F 


of the ſubject, and the more dangerous conſe; 
quences of their being neglected; and therefore 
conſtitutes the ſublimer part of Charity. When 
Chriſt healed bodily diſeaſes, he did it principally 
that he might manifeſt his ability to heal thoſe that 
are ſpiritual. . That ye may know the Son of 
Man hath power upon earth to forgive fins, (he | 
$ „ faith to the ſick of the palſy) Ariſe, take up thy 
e bed, and go to thine houſe &. With particular * Matt. 
2 diſorders of the bodily frame ſome are afflicted, and m_ 
ſome are not: and they whom our Lord healed of 
one, yet died afterwards of another. The ſaying 
in which a men are intereſted, and which ought 
therefore of all men to be received,” is, © that 


de Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to SAVE SIN- +1 Tim. 
* NERS T. e Ee ade com 2s 


; © 
| 4 


But ſurely in vain did he come, unleſs the ne- 
lege of this ſalvation be conveyed to thoſe whom 
it concerns. This knowlege is not born with us, 
nor are we to expect it by inſpiration from above, 

Heaven has revealed it once, but left it from thence- 

forth to be communicated by man to man. He 

whale lamp has been kindled, is enjoined to kindle 
b 2 | thoſe 
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A SERMON Pxeacnsy © 
thoſe of his deſcendants, that ſo the Goſpel may 
run and be glorified, to the end of time. This 
ory has been the proceſs ordained from the be- 
ginning : for of the patriarchal religion, derived 
from Adam by tradition, may that be ſaid, which 
the Pſalmiſt hath ſaid of the ſame religion | in ſum 
and ſubſtance, as it was republiſhed in writing by 
| Moſes. * God eſtabliſhed a teſtimony, he ap- 
pointed a law, which he commanded our fa- 
e thers that they ſhould make known to their chil- 
4 dren, that the generation to come might know 
ce them, even the children which ſhould be born, 
<« who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their chil- 
* dren ; that they might ſet their hope in God, 
and not forget the works of God, but n his 
2 Ja © commandments *, 


1 heokieh the Aenne and apoſtaſy of nations, 
loſing the knowlege originally imparted to their 
anceſtors, it will ſometimes happen, that parents 
can no longer inſtruct their progeny, or educate 
them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
in which they themſelves perhaps have not been 
educated. Ignorance, inſtead of knowlege, is 

Ou then 
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at ST. Pabr's 'CaTHEDRAL, London. 


then tranſ mitted from generation to generation, of 


which each grows worſe than the preceding; till, 
at length, 4 darkneſs covers the land, and groſs 


2 darkneſs the inhabitants thereof *;” a darkneſs · 16, ig 2. | 


that may indeed 'be felt, and that ought to be be- 


walled, as it is a ſure forerunner of ruin and exci- 


fion—* My people are deſtroyed for lack of know- 


6c lege: becauſe thou haſt rejected knowlege, I will 
* alſo reject thee; ſeeing thou haft forgotten the 


+ Hof. i iv. 6, 


1 aw "Yu Wy God, I will alſo forget m children +.” 


But I this not mene the caſe. 1 is 


among the evils of external poverty, and one of the 


greateſt of thoſe evils, to be the cauſe of that other 
poverty, which is internal. The poor, unleſs care 
be taken of them in this reſpect by the rich, are by 
that very circumſtance often deprived of the means 


of knowlege. Much of their time is of neceſſity 
_ otherwiſe employed; and when they enjoy any lit- 


tle intervals of leiſure, Ya and inſtructors 


E ein. 


It may be ſaid, perhaps, 8 What occaſion have 
0 the poor for * ?” For knowlege of many 
...: . Kane. - 
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A SERMON Prracntd 
kinds, none at all: they are better without it: 
ignorance for them is preferable. But there is an 
ignorance - that above- mentioned which is at- 


tended with effects very prejudicial to the welfare of 
ſociety in this world, and that of individuals in the 
next productive of vice and ill manners, of con- 
fuſion, and every evil work. Good may be known, 


without being practi ſed; but 3 it cannot be PR 


if it be not known. 


If we 1 a late writer, in his ad- 
mirable treatiſe on the ſubject of the Poor—< If we 


cc 


* enquire into the ſtate of thoſe countries, where 
< the people are groſsly ignorant, we ſhall find the 
moſt unhappy conſequences ariſing, from their 
« deplorable fituation. The ſavages in America 
* are but in a ſmall degree raiſed above the irra- 
« tional tribes; the populace in Portugal, whoſe 
% whole knowlege conſiſts in a credulous ſuperſti- 
* tion, are now the moſt cruel and barbarous peo- 
ple in Europe; and the lower claſs in London, 
who are in general very ignorant, are ripe for 
every crime. Had the ſame degree of knowlege, 
* of which ſome complain as improper for the 

. 7 * commonalty, 


at ST. PAuz's CATrAHRDRAL, London. 


4 commonalty, been imparted to them, there is 
« reaſon to believe it would have civilized their 
ec manners, and corrected their morals. Some of 
* our late eloquent and judicious hiſtorians have 
« ſet in à very ſtriking view the barbarity and mi- 
cc Ter of the middle ages, ariſing almoſt wholly 


_ from the 1 * which then his ads Eu- 
0 _— n 


| % Wherever groſs i ignorance prevails, thers Ader 
e groſs Fices or abſolute ſtupidity will abound, It 
sis by a ſchool education chiefly that we receive 


e the rudi ments of kno wiege. Though men may 


— be, and it is hoped are improved by public diſ- 
* courſes, yet, unleſs they have received ſome pre- 
c. vious inſtruction, they can reap but little benefit 


e from them. It appears then to be an object of 


e great importance to the public, as well as to in- 
dividuals, that the meaneſt of the people ſhould 
be taught to read, and be inſtructed in the duties 


ov 


o 


of religion and morality. This ſeems to be one 
© of the moſt neceſſary ſteps towards the civilizing 


« of a country; and this inſtruction may be given 


at an early period, before they are fit for labour, 
cc or 


: ; ; 
— 4 0 wob 2 
5 S * r 1 — ˖ . 


12 


A SERMON Paracier 


e or at times when OP" are not otherwiſe ens 
ks 495.0 ly 


BA. 6500 wi ever be in all communities a conſi- 


derable majority of poor, to perform the various 


ſhould communicate to them of our ſpirituals. 


If they, by their labours, furniſh us with “ the 
“meat that Periſheth, 0 it is but reaſonable that 


we, eſpecially as it can be done without much la- 


bour, ſhould ſupply 3 win « thet ment which a 


« endureth for ever.” If they give us to drink, 
we ſhould in return preſent them with * the water 
« ſpringing up unto eternal life.” Their ſpiritual 
_ neceſſities are the ſame with thoſe of the rich; they 


have equally ſouls to be ſaved, and ſtand therefors 
— in need of the AN n, to fave | 


This being perfectly known to the God of the 


ſpints of all fleſh, he has not been unmindful of 
them in the diſpenſations of his grace, but has a- 
n Goſpel to the wants of all alike. 195 


* M'Farlan's Inquirits concerning the Poor, P- 246, 


The - 


at Sr. Paul's CATHEDRAL, London. 


The evidence, on which it's authority. ſtands, is 
not veiled from vulgar fight by the clouds of meta- 


phyſical ſubtlety ; it depends not on intricate argu- 


ments, and tedious conſequences, which the poor 
have neither leiſure to ſtudy, nor ability to under- 
ſtand. Jeſus could not have performed the miracles 


which he did perform, unleſs God had been with 


him; and if God were with him, then the doctrines 


taught by him, under the ſanction of thoſe mira- 


cles, were alſo of God. The Apoſtles believed in 
him, becauſe they ſaw his mighty works; and we 
believe them when they tell us ſo, becauſe they 


could not have deceived the world if they would, 


and would not have done it if they could. A little 
plain common ſenſe ſees all this; and more need 
not be ſeen, to induce any man to become a 


Chr iſtian : 


As the evidence is ſtated, ſo the doctrines of ſal- 
vation are taught, with a condeſcenſion to the capa- 
cities of all. To render them at the ſame time in- 
: telligible and agreeable, they are delivered in the 
pleaſing form of hiſtory, and illuſtrated by com- 


pariſons and ſimilitudes taken from the moſt fami- 
C liar 
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divinity of the Goſpel, and as the circumſtance 


they could be brought to give it a fair and impar- 


A SERMON Pazracury 
liar objects in the natural world, and the concerns 
of ordinary life. A poor man is thus taught, in a 
week, more than philoſophy could teach thoſe thar 


were moſt learned in it, for a ſeries of ages: he is 
taught to know God, and his various diſpenfations 
to mankind : and with reſpect to morals, and the 
duties of ſociety, he is taught—what every wiſe 


government would wiſh that it's citizens e all 5 


be n 


3 we find it given as one mark of the 


which diſcriminates it from the wiſdom of the 


world, that it was preached by Chriſt and his A- 


poſtles to the poor. Not for the reaſons inſinuated 
by unbelievers, ancient and modern, that they were 


either afraid or aſhamed to preach it to the rich and 


the learned ; but becauſe the former were clear from 


many prejudices and evil paſſions which adhered to 


the latter, and therefore were better diſpoſed to re- 


ceive it. Theſe received it firſt, and had the honour 


to lead the way to the others, who followed after, 
in due time, from every rank and order of life, as 


4 tial 
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tial hearing. But be it ever remembered, when this 
argument is under diſcuſſion, that the truth of 


> * 


ceptance of 'reje 


nature, to aſſign adequate reaſons, why; when the 


ſame doctrine is preached to two different perſons, 
one ſhould put it from him, and depart '© forrow- 
ful,“ while the ocher embraces It; * and goes -: 


on his _ e 


fi it be enquired « Whether t. the poor be 1 


* of making any conſiderable proficiency in the 


* ſchool of Chriſt?“ Experience will anſwer in the 
affirmative. With a little plain inſtruction, they 
can apprehend the articles of faith as contained in 
the Apoſtles' Creed, and the rules of practice as laid 
down in the Commandments. They can learn to 


truſt in God, their Creator, Redeemer, and Sancti- 
fier: ad can give him thanks for what they have, 


Tx Toe Te5 rn 


3 


God muſt finally reſt upon it's proper evidence, and 

not upon the incident of it's being . accepted Or re- 

jected by thoſe to whom it is propoſed. Such ac- 

1 muſt afterwards be accounted 

for, from the different tempers, diſpoſitions, and 
cireumſtances of mankind. And it requires but a 
very moderate degree of acquaintance with human 
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— SERMON PREACHED |- 

and pray to him for what they want. They can 

love their Saviour, and for his ſake ſhew kindneſs 

to their brethren, whom he has: redeemed. One 

may often behold, among the lower ranks, that 

attention to the diſtreſſes of each other, that earneſt 

deſire, and, what is of more worth, that unweaned 

endeavour, to remove or alleviate them, which do 

credit to the human heart, wherever they are found. 

A poor perſon, after labouring through the day, 

will paſs the night in watehing with a ſick neigh - 

bour; while the rich purſue their pleaſures; the 

ſcholar, retires to his library, and the virtuoſo to his 

cabinet, ſafe from the importunity of the wretched, | 

and where the voice of miſery never penetrates, 

Let not the pride of wealth or ſcience look down 

with contempt upon the poor, ſince they often poſ- 

ſeſs and exhibit that charity which is the end of 

knowlege, the comfort of ſociety, the halm of life; 

and by his proficiency in which, every man is to be 

tried, at the judgment of the great day—“ Hath 

not 60 choſen the poor? Aa not MAN, 
we deſpiſe heme! 
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5 1 theſe —_ it 1s, that the 1 has 
Heen employ ed, for near a century, in diſſeminating 
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5 3 1 chriſtian 


b at ST: Pavy's CATHEDRAL, -Londoii: 
Chriſtian Knowlege among the poor. , Thouſands 


ond ten thouſands of children have been ſnatched 
from the Jaws, of ruin, from ignorance and vice, 


and educated in the fear of God, in the Charity- 


Schools. originally foſtered and reared, through 


Great - Britain and Ireland, by their parental care, 
and which at this time contain above forty thou- 


ſand. To this part of the plan the following teſti- 
mony is borne by a celebrated prelate, in a charge 2 
delivered ſo long ago as the year 1716, though pub- 
| liſhed only a few months ſince. He is ſpeaking of 
the great. and neceſlary duty of catecbiſing The 


late encouragers of Charity-Schools , are never 


rn enough to be commended for their care and dili- 


t© pence on this head, by which they have deferved 


t yell of God and man, and have done the church 
of England and the pure religion of Chriſt ex- 
cellent ſervice ; and verily they ſhall not Fai of 


their reward 4. 


A multitude of Bibles, Contiidn: PrayedBooks, 
and a variety of Religious Tracts, adapted to the 


1 


Dioceſe of Rocheſter, in Mr. Nichols's publication of T, he Epiftolary 
CO Oc. Vol: II. p. 260. . 
capacities 
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1 Te learned and eloquent Biſhop Atterbury? s Charge to the 
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| amounting, Within the Pace of 'the Taff"ifty tar 
only, to near three millions,” have been printed and 


land and ever 
and of Mar 


nobhg 8 ERM ON PR "tuthH JE 
pacities and ſpirttal "exigenicies" of the pobr, 


düſtributed by the Society, not only'thiough Eng- 
ry part of Wales, the iſles of Scilly, 
„ but their care has been extended to 


the Greek church in Paleſtine, Syria, Mefopotamia, 
Arabia, and Egypt, as well as to tlie converſion' of 
the Hedthens iti the Eaſt-Indies; where Schools and 
Miffions have been eſtabliſhed; for that purpoſe. 
1 ranſtitions of the proper books having been made, 


» , 


the inhabitants of theſe different countries have had 


opporturmties of hearing and celebrating,” © every 


one in his own language, the Wenke ww 
« of God. YO FEI 


1 do not etre upon theſe. ſeveral oBjefts of 


the Society's bounty, becauſe, in general, the world 


is now well acquainted with the nature of them; 
and the particulars may be ſeen. in the annual ac- 


count of it's proceedings. That much good has 


been effected, is known to all thoſe who have been 
concerned in. carrying theſe benevolent deſigns 1 into 
execution, or who have by any means happened to 
85 fall 


at 8. Pars Cas, London. 


fall within the reach of their influence; but n 
much, it never will, nor can be known, till mani- 


feſted by that day, which ſhall manifeſt all things. 
The diligence of the huſbandman, with the quan- 


tity and quality of the ſeed fown, will then beſt 


appear, when the harveſt ſhall crown his toil, and 
« the valleys ſtand fo thick with corn, that t they 


« * ſhall OS and ng 


weary; « for in due time ye thall r cap, if ye faint 
% not.” Look back with joy and pleaſure on what 


has been done; look forward with hope and confi- 


dence on what may be done. The adverfary is not 
weary of exerting his endeavours to ſuppreſs and ex- 


tinguiſh the religious ſpirit among us; be not ye 
weary of exerting yours (as they always have been 


exerted) to cheriſh and ſupport it. Conſider the 


proſpect which preſented itſelf to the firſt preachers 


of the Goſpel, when they entered upon the taſk of 


promoting Chriſtian Knowlege; and conſider the event: 
remember the mu/tard-ſeed, and view the tree which 
it has produced. Ye are fellow-labourers with them ; 
and according to the meaſures of his grace, and the 

courſe 
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courſe of his di ations, Chriſt will be with , 
as he was with them. Apoſtolical is your work, and 
ſuitable will be your reward. Go on, then, and 
proſper, in the name of the Lord; looking forward 
to that triumphant hour, when the ſeene ſhall open, 
of which that now before us may ſerve to convey 
ſome faint reſemblance; when the innumerable 


company of thoſe reſcued by your charity from the 
hands of the deſtroyer, and numbered among the 


children of God, ſhall be ſeen clothed in the robes 
of righteouſneſs and ſalvation, arranged in ſhining 
circles around the throne, and heard ſinging Glory 
to their Redeemer, who ſitteth thereon, for ever 
and ever. rn ed1 : 5 u IR1 
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